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News from the Beit Midrash


A. 	During the Institute’s “bar mitzvah year” we have the merit to complete Order Nezikin and the Shulhan Arukh Hoshen Misphat for the second time. At the end of the present academic year the young rabbis who are students at the Institute will take their last examination on this topic, conducted by the Chief Rabbinate of Israel.


The topics emphasized over the winter have been:


Employer-employee relations according to halakhah


Violence and unjust enrichment (Laws of Theft)


Tax law and the obligation to file an honest declaration, according to halakhah


Torts


B.	  In Tanakh, the emphasis this year was on a deeper understanding of issues associated with biblical geography. The classes are conducted by Rabbi Dr. Yoel Elitzur.


C. 	In Jewish philosophy, the Maharal of Prague (Rabbi Judah Loewy) and his book Netivot Olam are being studied, under the tutelage of Rabbi Professor Benno Gross.


D.	  The rabbis of Eretz Hemdah continue to lead, both in absolute numbers and proportionately, the list of those who pass the dayyanut (rabbinical court judge) examinations with distinction. Recently the panel of examiners, composed chiefly of dayyanim from the Jerusalem Supreme Rabbinical Court, cited a graduate of Eretz Hemdah who took the test for extraordinary distinction in the oral examination. The examination is part of the process of awarding the authorization for serving as a dayyan, given to those who already have Yadin Yadin ordination; it is the final stage before actual appointment as a dayyan.


	 Today Eretz Hemdah is one of the largest institutes in the world preparing rabbis according to a set program to receive Yadin Yadin ordination.


�
�
Community Activity


A.	Beit Midrash in Ramot: Dozens of neighborhood residents participate in the beit midrash, learning in pairs with rabbis from Eretz Hemdah. Once every two weeks there is a workshop in which young couples, both religious and those who do not define themselves as religious, learn together. Study evenings for parents and children are being planned.


B.	A weekly Tanakh class is conducted at the WIZO high school in Beit Hakerem (a school for youth who do not define themselves as religious); its focus is on precepts regarding appropriate behavior toward one’s fellows (bein adam le-havero).


�
�
�
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Course to Train Spiritual Leaders among Immigrants from the Former Soviet Union


In recent years it has become clear that there is an almost total lack of contact between the religious establishment in Israel and various groups of new immigrants from the former Soviet Union. The two groups’ mutual lack of acquaintance is caused by the establishment’s unfamiliarity with the unique problems of this sector and concerns about the special nature of immigration and absorption, and by the almost total estrangement of most of the immigrants from Torah, and a life of fulfilling mitzvot. The anti-religious atmosphere that prevailed in the Soviet Union during its 70 years of existence is certainly a major reason for the problem.


Rare cooperation centered around Eretz Hemdah, (involving the Chief Rabbinate, the Ministry of Immigrant Absorption, the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Religious Affairs, the rabbinical courts, the religious councils, and the local rabbinates) has made it possible to open an innovative course that will attempt to solve some of these problems.


After a long screening process about 40 men and women were chosen to compose the first group that will attempt to construct bridges between the immigrants and the religious establishment in Israel. The immigrants who participate represent a very broad and diverse group drawn from the various strata that make up the colorful mosaic known as “immigrants from the Commonwealth of Independent States.”�
�
Advanced Courses for Yeshiva Instructors


During the winter months students of Eretz Hemdah participated in an advanced program for instructors in hesder yeshivas. One course, which focused on methods to identify students in distress and techniques of listening, was given by the psychologist Dr. Chaim Deutsch. Another course was about designing feedback systems to measure achievements and goals, on the basis of a model developed and built by the Israel Air Force. The course was taught by Lieut. Colonel (res.) Rabbi Barukh Gannot, a graduate of Eretz Hemdah.


As part of the program there were sessions with the heads of secondary and post-secondary Torah education institutions from all over the country and with students of hesder yeshivas and mekhinot (pre-induction educational institutions) to gain a greater understanding of what is going on in the field.


There are plans to meet with the heads of Torah education institutions for women, so that the young rabbis can gain familiarity with this new world as well. This subject has received additional importance because of the many questions that relate to it submitted to the Be-mar’eh ha-Bazaq on-line responsa service.


�
�
Participants in the festive opening ceremony included the chief rabbis—Rabbi Israel Meir Lau and Rabbi Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron, as well as the minister of the interior, Mr. Natan Sharansky, the deputy minister of absorption, Dr. Marina Solodkin and the director general of the rabbinical court system, Rabbi Eli Ben-Dahan.


The course, held once a week for eight hours, is taught by many qualified lecturers. These  include heads of the authorities participating in the project, rabbis from Eretz Hemdah, dayyanim, heads of religious councils, mayors, jurists, psychologists, and social workers. A broad range of subjects are studied, including: circumcision for adults and adolescents—halakhic, sociological, and psychological problems; marriage counseling and registration procedures; the wedding ceremony; ways to attract people to Judaism; the halakhic attitude toward those who do not observe the commandments; the attitude toward those who are not Jews according to halakhah; legal aid to immigrants; the issue of conversion; violence in the home; and workshops about listening and identifying distress.


In this course we attempt to bring to the immigrants and bureaucrats responsible for these sensitive areas the Eretz Hemdah spirit of Torah with pleasantness, based on sensitivity and respect for those who are different and those who are attempting to draw closer.
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Internet Site


We have our own millennium. More than a thousand answers have been sent as part of our “Ask the Rabbi” project.


The project serves many Jews, most of whom do not define themselves as mitzvah-observant. The computer screen makes it possible for them to ask questions and receive advice and Torah-based assistance in any area associated with Jewish life.


The team of respondents, drawn from the students in our beit midrash, is reinforced by rabbis with extensive experience who have immigrated to Israel, including Rabbi Milton Polin, former president of the Rabbinic Council of America, formerly of Brooklyn, New York; Rabbi Benjamin Walfish, the former Executive Vice President of the R.C.A.; and Rabbi Pesach Greenman formerly of Chicago.


A new responsum from the Be-mar’eh ha-Bazaq on-line service is translated into English and posted on the site each week. The responsa are also published on the websites of the O.U. and of the J.N.F. with the help of Rabbi Yerahmiel Brilke.


It is also possible to surf the responsa archives, which are updated weekly with dozens of new responsa.


At the initiative of Mr. Aaron Eldar, a senior adviser to the director general of the Department for Jewish Education in the Diaspora of the W.Z.O., we have launched a campaign to translate the responsa into French, to appear in the French section of the website. The translations are done by rabbis who are part of our beit midrash in Paris (see below).


On the agenda is a project to turn the Be-mar’eh ha-Bazaq responsa into a computerized database that will permit rapid search and location of responsa by keywords.





The website is at


 www.eretzhemdah.org. 


Pleasant surfing!


�
�
Books Published


A new edition of Be-mar’eh ha-Bazaq, Part 1, has just been published. The volume was re-edited and updated in a number of topics.


Part Four of the series is now in the final editing stages, while Part Five is being assembled. 


About a month ago, we published a new edition of the classic book Amud Hayemini by the late Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli, our founder and leader. The book contains basic articles on key topics related to the life of the State of Israel as a Jewish state, such as dina demalkhuta (the talmudic principle that the law of the land is binding), the election of women to government posts, laws of political coalitions, and so on. The books can be purchased from the Institute office.


Mr. Asher Wasserteil is preparing a detailed index to the first three parts of the Be-mar’eh ha-Bazaq responsa, for which we are extremely grateful.





�
�



Responsa for Rabbis


We continue to send responsa to rabbis worldwide based on the research of our students under the supervision of our Halacha Committee. The Halakhah Committee, is comprised of Rabbi Zalman Nehemiah Goldberg, a member of the Supreme Rabbinical Court in Jerusalem, who has been conducting a weekly course at the kollel since its founding; Rabbi Prof. Nachum Eliezer Rabinowitz; and Rabbi Israel Rosen; along with the heads of the kollel, Rabbi Moshe Ehrenreich and Rabbi Yosef Carmel. They continue to edit and approve the responsa that are sent to rabbis, dayyanim, and heads of educational and medical ethics institutions all over the world.


The responsa sent recently include the following:


A reply to an American beit din about saving an agunah


Relocating a cemetery in special circumstances


The precept of “be fruitful and multiply” for those who are HIV-positive


Consideration for students at a large school suffering from a medical problem�
�
�
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Activity in the Diaspora�
�



A.	The Rabbinical Council of America (R.C.A.), the largest rabbinical organization in the world, is currently sending its members a letter signed by its president, Rabbi Kenneth Hain, and its director, Rabbi Steve Dworkin, inviting them to participate in the advanced courses of Eretz Hemdah.  Rabbi Raphael Grossman of Memphis, Rabbi Kenneth Brander of Boca Raton and Rabbi Jeffrey Binenfeld of St. Louis (the latter two studied for extended periods at Eretz Hemdah), have added their names to recommend the program.


	The program offers more than 100 topics related to problems that affect congregational rabbis in the evolving modern scene.


The Beit Midrash For Rabbis in Paris: 


	An advanced program of courses for rabbis in Paris, under the supervision of the chief rabbi of Paris, Rabbi David Messas, and with the cooperation of Eretz Hemdah and the Office for Spiritual Services for Communities of WZO headed by Mr. Eliezer Sheffer, is progressing according to plan. During the month of Shevat the heads of Eretz Hemdah conducted three day-long symposia. The main topics studied involved the second and tenth chapters of Tractate Pesachim. In addition, a comprehensive discussion of several issues in the Laws of Prayer was conducted.


	The participants were greeted by the chief rabbi of France, Rabbi Sitruq. The courses took place in the building of the Paris Consistoire from morning until evening.


	We are preparing a week-long symposium at Eretz Hemdah in the month of Iyyar for the participants of the Paris Beit Midrash. This will include classes and joint study with our full time students.


	 


	


�
�
We enjoy an extraordinary working relationship with the Office for Spiritual Services, including its director Mr. David Ben-Na’eh and assistant director Mr. Yitzchak Dahan. On the agenda is a joint project to open a Beit Midrash for advanced studies for rabbis in southern France, chiefly Nice and Marseilles. 


This cooperation is also manifested in the active and key participation of Eretz Hemdah in the World Congress of Rabbis and Community Leaders, organized by the WZO. The conference, on the theme of “strengthening the Jewish family in an age of changes,” drew about 80 rabbis from all over the world. Many of those studying at the beit midrash in Paris participated in the congress.


The rabbinical seminary in Rome—the Collegio Rabbinico. 	


The rabbinical seminary in Rome for communities in Italy has been operating for about 150 years under the umbrella of the Federation of Italian Jewish communities. This institution trains rabbis for communities all over the country according to the special needs of this ancient community.


	For many years the seminary was headed by Rabbi Giuseppe Lares, the rabbi of Milan. Last year, at his request, he was succeeded by Rabbi Dr. Samuele Ricardo da Sini.


	Five years ago, at the request of the Federation of Communities and the dean of the seminary, Eretz Hemdah assumed responsibility for the course of study and preparing students for their ordination examinations. A staff comprised of advanced students from Eretz Hemdah teaches and oversees the studies in Rome on a rotational basis.


	The great success of the program has led to the beginning of discussions with graduates of the program who serve in communities of northern Italy to prepare an advanced study program for them and rabbis from the Balkans.�
�
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Visits to communities 


Rabbi Moshe Ehrenreich visited the Hendon community in London, the Ner Yisrael synagogue, and the beit midrash of Jews’ College, where he gave a series of classes to his former students. In the wake of the visit, a group of students decided to set up a Friends of Eretz Hemdah organization in Britain, to be headed by Jonathan Grodzhinsky, Rabbi Moshe Stropper, and Jonathan Gutkind.


Rabbi Yosef Carmel visited a number of communities:


I.C.Z. in Zurich. The visit was at the invitation of the community in order to assist it in its struggle against intermarriage, while attempting to preserve the unity and integrity of the community in a peaceful manner. Rabbi Carmel also gave a class in the Welishoffen synagogue on the topic of integration of women into the life of the community and the synagogue. After the class, members of the community held a discussion of the subject and decided to continue to study it in an atmosphere of friendship and responsibility.


Fort Lauderdale–Hollywood, Florida. A class was given at the home of friends of Eretz Hemdah—the Howard Binenfeld family, with the attendance of the community rabbi, Rabbi Eddie Davis. (Invitations to the class were sent to friends of the Institute in the past and present and new members who were invited to join the Eretz Hemdah family.)


Boca Raton, Florida. The community rabbi, Rabbi Kenneth Brander, attended the advanced courses at Eretz Hemdah on the topic of medicine and halakhah during his extended summer stay in Israel. The young rabbis of Eretz Hemdah learned much from him about organizing community life in a spirit of openness and tolerance and about bringing many Jews to a love of Torah and observance of the commandments. Rabbi Carmel was pleased to visit the community of Boca Raton at Rabbi Brander’s request as scholar-in-residence. Special classes were given and the Institute received sympathetic exposure and great appreciation.


Toronto, Canada. Mr. Kurt Rothschild, the president of Mizrachi in Canada and a head of World Mizrachi, organized the visit. The leaders of the community met at the house of Mr. Phil Schwartz for a class and discussion on the topic of providing halakhic solutions to a modern Jewish community at the start of the 21st century.


Teaneck, New Jersey: The Casper family hosted in their home a meeting of the friends of Eretz Hemdah in the region. A class was given and the Institute and its activities were presented. Rabbi Naphtali Harcsztark, Associate Principal of the S/A/R Academy in Riverdale, New York, introduced the Institute.


Holliswood, Queens: Rabbi Mark Penner and his community, along with the Queens Rabbinical Committee, invited area residents to a class on the “Judgment of Solomon,” after which the Institute and its goals were presented. Rabbi Penner announced his active support for advanced courses for members of the R.C.A. at Eretz Hemdah.


Following the visit, the establishment of a Greater New York Eretz Hemdah Friends Committee was announced. Its members include: Isaac Moinester of Manhattan; Simon and Bari Jacob of West Orange; Mick Cohen of Riverdale; Joseph and Gail Steckler of Teaneck; Elliott Platt of Woodmere; Kenneth and Geanny Prager of Englewood; Bill and Diane Stern of Scarsdale; and Dr. David and Florence Hammer of Monsey. 





בברכת התורה והארץ








Shalom Wasserteil�
Rabbi Moshe Ehrenreich    Rabbi Yosef Carmel�
�
Chairman of the Board�
Heads of the Kollel�
�
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Graduates and their current rabbinical positions: 








Harav Ahiah Amitai  - 	Rabbi of Kibbutz Sde Eliahu in the Beth Shean Valley, and lecturer at the Kibbutz Hadati Yeshiva in Ma'ale Gilboa.


Harav Asher Avidan  - 	Rabbi of Moshav Zarhiah in the south of the country, and head of Bet Neriah - a Zionist Torah Center in Kiriat Malachi.


Harav and Atty. Michael Baris - Rosh Metivta at Karnei Shomron Hesder Yeshiva.


Harav Uzi Binenfeld -  	Head of the Midrasha for Advanced Studies for Girls Orot Nitzanim at Givat Washington.


Harav Yishai Buchris- 	Rosh Metivta at Kerem beYavneh Hesder Yeshiva.


Harav Yossef  Eitan -   	Rabbi in Pisgat Zeev - a neighborhood of Jerusalem, and a Posek at the Puah Institute 


Harav Tzadok  Elias -  	Rosh Metivta at the Netivot Yosef high yeshiva in Mitzpe Yericho.


Harav Eliahu Friedman -	Rosh Metivta at Machon Lev - Jerusalem College of Technology.


Harav Eliezer Galinsky -	Rosh Metivta at Machon Lev - Jerusalem College of Technology.


Harav Baruch Ganot - 	Rosh Yeshiva at the Hesder Yeshiva Maaleh Efraim at Bikat HaYarden.


Harav Mordechai Hochman - Rosh Kollel at the regional Kollel in Talmon.  


Harav Tzion Illouz -    	Rosh Metivta at Kerem beYavneh Hesder Yeshiva, and lecturer at Orot College in Elkanah.


Harav Haim Iram -      	Rabbi of Elazar in Gush Etzion, and a Rabbi at Bet Moriah - a Zionist Torah Study Center in Beer Sheva.


Harav Meir Kahana -  	Rosh Metivta at the Hesder Yeshiva in Yerucham.


Harav Ron Benjamin Klopstock - Rosh Kollel at Karney Shomron Hesder Yeshiva and Beit El High Yeshiva.


Harav Daniel Mann -           	Rosh Metivta at the Hesder Yeshiva Maale Efraim. Coordinator of the enrichment program and director of the Beit Din at Eretz Hemdah.         Visiting Dayan at the Rabbinical Council of America Beit-Din in New York.


Harav Itzchak Nimni - 	Rosh Metivta at Shavei Hevron a program for youth excellent students.


Harav Baruch Paz -      	Rosh Kollel at the Beit El High Yeshiva.


Harav Nachshon Ravinstein - Rosh Metivta at the Beit El Advanced Yeshiva.


Harav Israel Ratzon -  	Head of  a Zionist Kollel in Kiryat Gat.


Harav Uriel Spez -        	Rosh Metivta at the Mitzpe Ramon Hesder Yeshiva.


Harav David Shprung - 	Chief Rabbi of Ashdod Schools and Rosh Metivta at Bet Moriah - a Zionist Torah Study Center in Beer Sheva.


Harav Tzvi Yanir -       	Rosh Metivta at the Hesder Yeshiva in Petach Tikva.





American Friends of Eretz Hemdah  


 8 South Michigan Ave. Suite 605    


Chicago, IL 60603  U.S.A





Contributions can now be made by credit card. 


Please call, toll-free, (US only) 1-877-5-Hemdah  (1-877-543-6324) 


and speak to Rabbi Yair Silverman





Our Taxpayer ID #: 36-4265359





In Israel donations to Eretz Hemdah are tax deductible according to section 46


